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-As will be set forth hereinafter, a black power 
group in Memphis, Tennessee, which has been in existence 
for the past several months, has until recently used the 
name Black Organizing Power (BOP), It has now been determined 
that the correct name, currently being utilized by this group, 
is Black Organizing Project (BOP), which consists of five 
cells or parts thereof known respectively as (1) Afro- 
American Brotherhood ( AAB) ; (2) Black Student Association (BSA); 
(3) LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the National Associations 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) ; (4) Invader®: 
and (5) City Organizers. 

As recently as April 18, 1968, a first source advised 
that the AAB is composed of students at Owen Junior College , 
Memphis, publishes a Mimeograph paper periodically entitled 
"Af ro-Amsr lean Brotherhood Speaks,'* and has about 12 members os 
the planning and coordinating and strategy committees. This 
source advised that the BSA is composed of black students at 
Memphis State University (MSU), Memphis, is the sponsor of 
programs aimed at political and cultural awareness as black 
spokesmen with the administration, and publishes periodically 
a Mimeograph sheet entitled, "Black Thesis." The BSA has 
about 20 members on the steering committee. This source also 
advised that the LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the NAACP 
is composed of students at LeMoyne College, has about 20 
members and promotes political and cultural awareness, being 
the campus base for NAACP operations. Source advised that the 
Invaders is comprised of high school students throughout the 
city of Memphis and provides these students with a cultural 
awareness and knowledge of political importance of youth in 
Memphis. The Invaders has ©embers that are high school 
dropouts and the Invaders had about 15 members as of 
April 18, 1968. Source advised that the last cell is know® 
as City Organizers, this cell being comprised of young adults 
concerned with problems in the black community, having a wide 
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black organ IZING PROJECT (BOP) 

diversity consisting of coll©g© graduates, as veil as high 
school dropouts and people -itfe educational back groun 
la between, many of 'shorn ar® unemployed. This cell haci 
about 20 a&sabers as of April 18, 1968. 

Source one continued that tfa© lea der ship of 
Black Organizing Project (BOP) rests with the executive^ ^ 

Bbard and "the central committee. The execut ive_ Jjoard 
comprised of four members fro® each of the five cells, tfe 't — 

Cha ir ma n , being John Burrell, Smith male Negro currently a 

O'aen Junior College and residing at 1644 Hanauei , . <r __ 

. 2 Memphis The secretary is Edwina Jeanetta/ Harrell, 

SfiS; resides' ~»t''2418_Gentry,_ Memphis. The/ A 

treasurer is James Elmore -/Phillips, Jr r , a r ?®* d ® nt 

Short aho is a senior student at LeMoyne College, Memphis. 

".it treasurer la listed as Pal«r,0uoter 
Palmer /Gunter), who is a painter and artist, and who l_v©s 
at' /1 74 9. Foster ,_Memphis. . 

Source one advised that the central committee, 
comprised of the Chairmen of the five cells itte@ 

Executive Secretary who shall preside over the Committee, 

• sill actually be the governing body. Source one advised 

that the Executive Secretary is Charles ' ^ ver ®^ - 
..la Negro a graduate of Morehouse College, Atlanta, Georgia, 

Iho Is currently staylug part tlue is 

234 Ingle and with his grandmother at 1924_R.il®, .Memphis. 

to recently as April 26, 1968, a second source 

advised t to? actually slope around July 1, 
rahha^e John Burrell Smith and Coby Vernon/\Smith, male 
2240^Sowi Avenue and a student at Southwestern College Memphis 

§M bSHt^lug to loro . black po.or group ioHoophlo 

uhlch they hope to develop as an 
Nonviolent Coordinating Conmitt©© (SNCC). 

Source two advised that their efforts continued 
\lirT* according* to^ourco &";J4°liU r Sd*x"t«. # 
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. swat© £ k?e® Junior ColI©g®p‘ 

.ntat of follow® the high school 

, = d IWMoyne college and among „ tl , coby Vernon 

dropouts. Source teo ■«*£„*“ «« this group 
Smith has appeared to h tor „iiy connected elth 

r/y branch "of f activities. 

COBY VERNON SMITH 

_ _. aa on e of the out-of-town 

Coby Vernon Smithy k@rs party (SWP) 

attendees at 873 Broadway, New York, - 

National Plenum held acc ording to 

SoJSuJIiisA- S source three on dune 6. 1967. 

(Th© SWP has ^® n ^®t©rpSsu2t"to E^ecutiJe 
_ General of tte United States pur 

Order 10450c) , j 

_ « aco qource ib^s© &dv xs©cJ 

As recently as Aprrl 2 » n f 1967 Coby Vernon Smiths 
, + the Summer and Fall ©- * .. + the ~ had connect ions 

nnd^Charles^lavorne Cabbage hot. .bragged that they h^ ^ 

"th the SHCC in Atltnte worgi*^ thnt^th^^^ ^ „ s 

black power advocates such »s Stoic ** his Tennessee; and 

Sown Rational Chairman of ^C t J J H ouse" in MemphiSo 
that” they planned « «* "P • «&, that «e»phia nced.d . 
30 „ U „d Ce race 0 r a io V t afd fhf, mould 11 » to nee hemphie turned 
down and burned. 

Source two pointed out » f ing° D hough* their 

they have never gained ^ g g ta>t eDseiats had tended to 

intemperate and f ° ence-pron® st* of ^ black community 

U UemphU, hut a large «S*£ r °i«Sr..ce. ' ttr “ 
uarticSiariy after s°"t and 'Commercial APP** 1 ’ 196 7 

*• — oi the su “ ’ 
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€ss November 13, 1967, a fourth source advised that 
as early as the Spring of 1967 Calvin Leroy) Taylor , then a 
junior at MSU, a male Negro, residing 347 West Waldorf and : -~j 
employed as a copy boy at the Ke*phIs'~’ , Commercial Appeal" 
newspaper, began talking up a SNCC movement ib Memphis, 
Tennessee, and that also during the Fall of 1967 Charles 
Cabbage claimed to have been active in the SNCC in Atlanta 
im 1966 and early 1967. Source added that in October 1967 
Cabbage bragged that John Burrell Smith and himself had 
recently gone to Atlanta to the SNCC headquarters. 

On November 8, 1967, source five advised that 
Charles Cabbage for several months had been trying desperately 
to become a Negro leader and wanted to form his own black 
power group. Source stated that in his opinion. Cabbage ®as 
a-bitter young man imbued with his idea of self importance 
and^ he has been frustrated in that he has heretofore been 
unable to get any adult backing or financial support. Sours© 
stated that Cabbage is vague as to his actual ' plans, has 
denied that he has been formally affiliated with the SNCC, 
but has admitted that he has so®©" connections with the SNCC. 

Also on November 8, 1967, source six advised that 
Charles Cabbage and John Burrell Smith had ostensibly gone 
to Atlanta, Georgia, over the weekend of November 4, 1967 to 
seek SNCC support for their black power group in Memphis. ° 

On November 9, 1967, source seven advised that Calvin 
Leroy Taylor, copy boy for the "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, 
Memphis, has openly admitted being a SNCC member and black 
power advocate since as early as 1967 and has been wearing a 
jacket with the name "Invaders" on the back thereof. 

On November 24, 1967, source eight advised that 
on November 22, 1967, Charles Cabbage, along with James 
Ulmore Phillips and other members of the group claiming 
to be BOP, claimed they needed money with which to purchas© 
guns and weapons to be used by them in "determining* - their 
own dost iny. " . 
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_ , 013 November 19, 1967, source nine advised that 

on ifeursday , November 16, 1967, at a seating of the Afro- 
Aaerican Erotherhood (AAB) at Owen College, Memphis 

S abbage f ed the discussion assisted by John^Burrell 
Source 3tated that Cabbage claimed that Negroes 
had to resort to violence and would continue to use 
violence.- Cabbage implied that racial violence will 
occur in Memphis in tho near future, claiming a raciallw 
desegregated and integrated society 4ill not work £s it 

in 1 d«?l?t y « b ? d ° miliated by the whit© man. He lectured 
assail as to how Molotov cocktails can be made from ' 

^ gs, gasoline and bottles. He claimed that Negroes would 

'Ll, k0pt ■ lav< ’ r >' ^ P°«r "tK^ure 

capitalist system existed in the United States 
claiming it ws geared to maintain the status quo which 
™«n^ tUS ! eS r * cial segregation. H© claimed that the black 
a salvation lies in the complete and unequivocal 

over.hrotj of the capitalistic system by any means’ 

According to source nine, this was purely and simply 
communistic teaching on the part .of ’ Cabbage. 

Source nine advised that Cabbage also diseussari 
Vietnam, claiming that the Vietnamese who are Orientals 
are somewhat related to the black man, and that when the 

the United States kill them, they are 
+ h a + f ft Ct ^ illing tholr "brothers." Cabbage claimed 
that the Vietnamese war is not a battle of communism versus 
♦h«°vT a + y 33 the United States leaders claim, but that 
iwn destS^ 86 PGOple ar ® roerely Peking to achieve their 

On September 13, 19 67, advised that 
on September 12, 1967, Coby Ver a private meeting 5 

contended, hav ® t° teve black power." He emphasized that 
~ s ~' as organizing BOP which he claimed was Black Organizing 
Power and that this was a name which he had picked but ** 
ac^ua^ly it was a subterfuge being controlled by the SNCC 
3e stated that SNCC gave him permission to use this name 

ou/^^ em55fe " ka2JS '® e ^‘ e generally skeptical and afraid of the 
5NCC Q 
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2®c©aber 8, 1967. source sis advised 
Charles Cabbage and Jassses Mickey ABooth, who he 

® ted -^.®»CC leader from Nashville. Tennessee 

Nash"^ tod ^® en spelled fro® Tennessee A and I Ueiversi^w 

Sent a!o«’ ^T° h * tri@d t0 fora £ revolutionary wel*' 
ment along black power lines th*re during the Spring of 

Te,Meas «®, ®^d contacting lefdiL 
?£ ^ fu b !^ 8ineSS of ^cial S in the Negro community 

therSa^ + ^°° th aEd Cabbage commented that 

0 „ t y f ” nt ®?| to bring the Memphis black power movement 
• ni f n« m H the under K round and that in order to do so they 
funds f nr “ one y* paper, print Lag supplies, telephones 7 
funds for travel, and a Post Office box, and that as an 

tact ic^ which°t he ±S * f he y. would MSO pressure and disruptive 
* *bich they refused to describe. Source six construed 
this to be a threat or extortion on their part in which 
***' ¥ oei ° attempting to scare the community. 

i. ha< . „ . . ® IB pecember 16, 1967, an eleventh source advised 1 

aSll'sSS? * h ? ** C * tl? * t hls iollowlng M3 ' 

r.^s: s^- “2.-- 

He°did no? «abor«d? int ° givl ” s hl “ -’"•■Port. 

January 12, 1968,1 

.... J« advised that on ^IHua’Fy n ig*$. 

L * cabba ^®>' Clifford Louis Taylor" 

b5°Eonald T r Watson . Palmer Gunter , all nonstudents) and 
Ivy, senior student at MSU, a male Negro. 

i3d * h at Cabbage mja th® spokesman and said 
« ~~To organize a black student movement on the MSU 

£?®&: t ^d t ££, fr X? P *° Ula “ >del its ««vit°es »t“r 
^20 SNCC, and that this group in particular would follow 

and enunciate the teachings of SNCC Chairman h„ Bap Brown 
and former SNCC Chairman Stoke ly Carmichael. P 

- On February 15, 1968, Clifford Louis ^Taylor t -■ </'/ 

“® le Negro, residing 2507 Fontaine Road, Memphis /advised ' -~-~ 
representat ives of t he “FBI ~t hat BOP in Memphis was headed 
by Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell Smith. Taylor 
stated that BOP's purpose was to teach the Negro black 
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- identity, to uplift blacks, to teach Megr© or black history 
to improve black physical ©ducat ion and physical fitness, sad 
to stimulate black consciousness, particularly among black 
college students, Taylor stated that in his opinion Memphis 
was about to explode into a racial riot of some sort. Se 
claimed that Charles Laverne Cabbage, who he described as 
a recent graduate of Morehouse College, Atlanta, makes 
frequent trips to Atlanta to SNCC headquarters and in fact 
around the end of January, 1968, Cabbage attended a large 
SNCC and black power conference in Atlant 
j^Karenga, a black power leader of the grc 
in Los Angeles, California, and Stokely\ 

SNCC_ chairman, were present. 



, at which R on 
ip known as "US" 
:armichael, former 



Taylor advised that on these trips to Atlanta 
Cabbage always brings multiple copies of the SNCC and related 
black power literature back to Memphis with him. Taylor 
admitted that 'ashen Cabbage and his former associate Coby 
Vernon ISmith, now a Southwestern College student, came to 
Memphis in late June or July, 1967, that they made some 
intemperate statements, such as, Memphis needs a good riot 
and should burn. He said they did this to scare Memphians 
into realizing that inequities in the black community need 
correcting and that they really did not mean to start & 
riot or to burn the city. 

Taylor claimed that BOP is affiliated as a fraternal 
group with the SNCC but is not formally a SNCC chapter in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Taylor said that the "Invaders" is not a separate 
entity but that the word "Invaders" is merely a name adopted ■,< 
by John Smith and Donnie ^Delaney, a recent Carver High 
School graduate, and basic - followers of Charles Cabbage and 
BOP, He stated that a lot of young Negroes have put the 
letters "Invaders" on their jackets as a symbol of their 
belief in black power. \r>J v-j 

On January 5, 1968, Charles 1. Cabbage came to 
•the Memphis Office of the FBI and volunteered to Special 
Agents thereof that during the Summer and Fall of 1967 he 
;had made statements to the effect that "Memphis should fee 
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burned" and that "Memphis should toy© a good race riot.” 

He stated that he did not msarn these things literally but 
was saying them in an effort to shock Memphians into doing 
something to help financially impoverished Negroes. He 
predicted , however, without offering any proof or stating 
any basis ' in fact, that Memphis could well have racial 
trouble in the immediate future. 

Cabbage denied that he was a formal member of the 
SNCC and stated that for all practical purposes his group, 
known as Black Organizing Power, was a "paper group." * 
Cabbage admitted that he is a great admirer of H. Rap Btowe 
and Stokely Carmichael and generally agreed with all of 
their publicly reported statements which had been attributed 
to them in the nation's press. He would not elaborate. 

Cabbage talked in riddles and with oblique phrases 
such as "We want a programmatical approach to the programs, M 
and "We aust take a problematical approach to the problem." 
Cabbage claimed he hoped to establish in Memphis a black 
people's group such as Pride, Inc., in Washington, D. C. 
Cabbage berated what he termed the old line black leadership 
personified by such groups as the NAACP and the Urban League,, 
calling these groups a collective composite of "Uncle Toms." 
He claimed that these people are tools of the white community. 
Cabbage claimed that he had organized black power groups at 
LeMoyne College, Owen College and Memphis State University. 

Again on February 16, 1968, Charles Laver ne Cabbage 
volunteered to Special Agents of the FBI that he is head of 
the Black Power organization in Memphis which he referred to 
as Black Organizing Power. At this point he introduced the 
governing body of BOP to the Special Agents as follows; 

Edwina Jeanetta Harrell, Negro female, 
residence 2418 Gentry, Memphis, Tennessee, 
a student at Memphis State University; 

John* Burrell Smith, male Negro, 

residence 1644 Hsunauer, Apartment 2, Memphis, 

a student at Owen College, Memphis, Tennessee; 
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James Elmore Phillips, Jr, , sale Negro, ; 

residence 1592 Short Street, Memphis, • 
a student at LeMoyn© College, Memphis, Tenisess©®; 

Clinton Roy Jamersom, »1© Negro, 

1397 Davis Street, Memphis, 

student at LeMoyiM College , Memphis, Tennessee; 

Charles Harrington, male Negro, 
residence 2075 Ril© Street, Memphis, 
a student at Owen College, Memphis; 

Charles S. Ballard, m&l® Negro, 
residence 1830 Kansas, Memphis,^ * 
a student at Owen College, Memphis; 

Yerdell Brooks, male Negro, 
a student at Owen College, Memphis; 

Curtis Carter, male Negro, 
residence 377 East McLemor®, Memphis, 
a student at LeMoyne College, Memphis, 

Cabbage added that Clifford Louis Taylor, 2507 
Fontaine, Memphis, is also a msiatosr of the governing body. 

Cabbage at this time claimed that he. Cabbage, is 
the Impetus of the black power movement in Memphis, Tennessee, 
and that its main purpose is to stimulate in the young Negroes 
a sense of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness, 
.to create in the blacks an independent spirit, to cease to b® 
dependent upon and influenced by the white race, de added 
that h© has stimulated the development of black power units 
on three Memphis college campuses, namely, the Black Student 
Association (BSA) at Memphis State University, the Afro- 
American Brotherhood (AAB) at Owen Junior College, sad 
the TOP at LeMoyne College. 
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Janes Slmor© Phillips, Jr., interrupted to say 
that actually the LeMoyne group is also known as the LeMoyae 
Intercollegiate of the NAACP, although the NAACP does not 
actually now have a unit at LeMoym© College, 

Cabbage exhibited various mcc posters and booklets 
which he said he distributes to prospective followers. 

Cabbage said that his followers were issued various Mimeograph 
pamphlets at MSU, Owen and LeMoyne, and that all literature 
issued by these groups would clearly show thereon that they 
were issued by BOP, AAB, or ESA. 

Cabbage claimed that he regularly services these 
campus groups giving them aid, comfort, guidance, counsel 
and advice but that they operate independently of each other p 
although they do help to give each other support and are ° ' 
part of the over— all BOP movemssmt. 

Cabbage claimed that BOP is a<w a chartered group 
and^ has obtained a State Charter. He claimed, however, sot 
to have a presentable copy to exhibit to representatives of 
the FBI. 

Cabbage disclaimed any advocacy of violence, except 
that necessary for self defense. H© claimed that his group 1 " 
is being harassed, followed and intimidated by unknown groups 
who apparently want to stop him or deter his activities. 
Cabbage said that his group follows the teachings of Stokely 
^Carmichael and H. Rap Brown, but that BOP did not necessarily 
exist as a formal SNCC unit. He was evasive but did admit 
frequent trips to Atlanta, Georgia, the national headquarters 
of SNCC. 

Cn April 22, 1968, 

Secretary of State’s Office, 

Tennessee, advised that no charter has ever been issued in'the 
State of Tennessee for BOP, for Black Organizing Power, for 
Black- Organizing Project, for Black Student Association, 
Afro-American Brotherhood, LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter 
of the NAACP, Invaders, or City Organizers. 
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Gas April 22 , 1968 , sources twelve and thirteen * 

who ar® familiar with most phases of the SNCC activity 
in the State of Tennessee advised that they have never" heard! 
of the BOP or any of its other names and know of no Mess his 
people who are formally connected with the SNCC. 

It will be noted at this point that a strike 
commenced in Memphis, Tennessee, February 12, 1968 
during which over one thousand sanitation workers employed 
by the Department of Public Works, City of Memphis, 
walked off the job and sought recognition from the^city 
of Memphis by the Union which claimed to represent most 
of them, namely the American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees (AFL-CIO). 

— _ The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of . 

February 23, 1968, reported that the strike continued and 
that in addition to the Union other supporters such as 
the- Memphis, Tennessee, Chapter of the‘NAACP 'and the 
Tennessee Council on Human Relations asst in the City 
Council Chambers on February 22, '1968. 

A story by Reporter Joseph Sweat reported that 
Reverend Ezekiel^ Bell, male Negro, pastor of the Parkway 
i ^^®“s_Presbyterian Church, Memphis, told the strikers, 

‘"When you go home don’t sleep too soundly. We may be calling 
for you again." | f u // ^ 

Another story on page on© of the "Commercial Appeal " 
February 23, 1968, issue by Reporter Richard Lentz stated" that 
about 700 sanitation strikers and their families and sympathizers 
crowded into the City Hall Council Chamber on February 22, 

1968, in a tense session. The story reported that about ° 
eight Negro women sliced up bologna on the City Attorney’s 
table to be used for sandwiches ®od later passed these sand- 
wiches around to those in the audience and generally messed 
up the Council Chambers with food and debris. The story also 
reported that approximately 142 police officers had to be 
called in an effort to keep down trouble and that Reverend 
Szekiel Bell told the audience, "Black women have nursed 
white babies for hundreds of years. Now they say they don’t 
have time for us." He further stated, 'This is our building j 
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n® d©a 0 'S know if w© will redecorate it or not " and 
*£ CO £^ ing to - he story hinted of th© defacing’of the 

. The 8tory further quoted Bell as laying, ”1 
to JLnform you that there ar© not voine to be enolh 

30 3 d ° a5t know wtat ' s Koimi to happen.*'" 

{J° s ^f° WSa reported to have attacked, verbally the 

«7?eL C u y o5f% 3 f y ; nK ' T? “* J Jftber. 

g »? ir«i» ss-tSi c,re 11 3o “° m8 «« 
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„ . . story continued that Jesse/Turner pre R Won+ 

° f the “»a». SOdPessed » c”?5 ’ — ’ 

I think we should call all of our friends and ask ©Jo h 
one to come down and bring a bucket of garbage. •• 

^ e ' ) fuary 23, 1968, source seven advised that 

in Kllis\SHi + an f tati ° n 3trikers and supporters was held 
+P Z~Z l3 Audit °rium on the afternoon of February 23 19 Q 8 » 

that Tommy' Powell , a white ^le, Pres ident_ of *the AFL-CIO * 

Jbor Council Memphis, claimed that the Union had tried 

a Union mattS^n & Unl ° n “ att0:f; but that it is no longer 

thJt ThomJJ nL *,® S DO " a racial ®*tter. Source statfd 
.hat a homas Olivers Jones, male Negro, President, Local 

«°V£° Amer ican Federation of State, County and 
— « iCi ? 3 " J ra P loyees * spoke and claimed that his Loud 
£“*?£* to march in the street. He said, **We gSd to 
T 77 Union issue but it's now a racial issue 
I am not responsible for what you do. "resource added that 
Reve X end James Morris. Lawson . Lie N^gro, pastor of tJe 
Shite”™ 7 Metb ? dist Church, told the audience that the - / 

Jc^r ™°» ons *- ble ^r any trouble which might 

t< »heir unfair and slanted coverage of the strike 
Source stated that Jesse Turner urged strikers and the^r ^ ° 
supporters to bring their garbage onto Main Street in 
/downtown Memphis and dump it. Source advised that Dr Vaaco A 

r ;; vl ? e »*acp. , oW tte ttrS7 a - 

JYou 11 get only what you're strong enough to take " 

H ® ® tat0d that O. z.f Evers, male Negro, a political cronie 
of former Memphis Mayor William B. Ingram and bitter foe fa 
of the incumbent Memphis Mayor Henry Loob, and President 
® J s.* f° cal ^®gro political group known. as the "Unity League,, 
told the audience that he might have to bring black power 
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leaders such as Stokely C&raichs©! and H. Esp Brown to 
Memphis las order to keep the police busy while the strikers 
settled their problems with 'the city and stated he w&s 
tired of Negroes being treated as they were, 

Later on February 23, 1968, Chief of Police James C. 
Macdonald, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that after the meeting 
that several hundred strikers and strike sympathizers marched 
down the middle of Main Street toward Mason Temple and on 
reaching Gayoso and Main, some of them attempted to upset 
a police squad car resulting in the police having to break 
up the crowd by the use of Mace and billy clubs resulting 
in seven of the trouble makers being arrested. 

Chief Macdonald advised that earlier at the 
February 23, 1968, meeting at Ellis Auditorium the aboveasntloned 
Tommy Powell had stated in referring to the strikers _ and their 
supporters, "They're just going to plan the destruction of the 
city. 1 tried to tell the people that this was going to happen 
if some justice wasn’t given these esses. Now it's out ©f 



labor 3 s hands." 



V 



■ < |.M * V 



The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of February 25, 
1968, reported that a strike support meeting was held at tte 
Firestone Union Hall late on February 24, 1968, and that 
Eeyerqpd. Harold A .* Middle brook, male Negro, called for 
"taking to the streets" in defiance of an injunction which 
had been handed down in Chancery Court enjoining further 
strike activity and called for the "filling of the jails. 

The paper reported that at this particular meeting an under- 
cover Negro officer of the Memphis Police Department was dis- 
covered by some of the strikers, was captured by them, take© 
to the stage, and exhibited to the audience, whereupon his 
revolver and Mace cannister were taken from him, and he vis.® 
finally led from the hall only through the intervention of 
some of the Negro women who preventing the males from physically 
harming him. 

On February 28, 1968, a fourteenth source ^advised 
that it had now become palpably apparent that the strike _ 
support group originally primarily supported by a group ©i 
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SiS£tfi.X? r *i?J niSterS knOW “ as " h ® Interdenominational 

« + i “ i ^- ial Alliance and the NAACP , was gradually losing 
Sn Ue r C v and that th ® in* 10 ®®®© In the strike support 
lini^te™ *** e ? over ** a small group of Militant Ne g ?o 

! ^ and by members of the Black Organizing Power or ' 
JJ* ac £ 0r P ani zing Project, a swall clique of loud-mouthed 
black power advocates in Memphis led by Charles Laverne 
Cabbage and John Burrell Smith. 

„ , Source fourteen advised that as recently as 

that “the J 968 ’ * hlS sourc ® had beeE reliably informed 

that the black power youths were being brought into the 

strike by some leaders in the Ministerial Alliance not 
necessarily for the purpose of creating obstructions or 
violence but to form a united front or alliance with the® 
ostensibly to keep them under control and to use their ' 
limited influence. Source fourteen pointed out that this 
®* rat ®P -- aci steady backfired when John Burrell Smith had 
D l ly urg: ® d Mem phis Negroes to obtain guns’ for future 
Oa an undescribed nature, making said comment at an 
open striae support rally sponsored by t he Ministerial 
Alliance at Ciayborn Temple, 280 Hernando Street, Memphis 
on the night of February 26, 1968. 1 * 

Source fourteen felt that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church ^ 

and R eve rend Malcolm Douglas Blackburn, a white male * • 

‘*5° ^ ayborn Tem P le . Af r ican-Method 1st -Episcopal 
(Alffi) Church, the only white minister of a Negro churcti 
in Memphis were possibly responsible for the injection 
of the b^ack power followers into the strike. 



, :) 



- 14 - 







V 



BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 

JAZrlgg MORRIS LAffS OK, JR . 

Om lay 9, 1967, source fourteen advised 
ytet on a. WHBQ-TV panel discussion Sunday, April 30 
19 ® 7 » Reverend James Morris Larson, Jr., Negro * 
ma-e, pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church 
Memphis, and who has been a leader in April 1967 
demonstrations in Memphis opposing United States * 
policy in Vietnam, was asked by Panelist Clark 
Porteous, "Press-Scimitar," reporter, if he. Lawson 
was a Communist. Lawson replied that he was not & ’ 
member of the Communist Party, but he felt that the 
Communist program had many good points and much to 
offer the United States. 






' I ^ ' ; 
• <»*'!* - . 



MALCOLM DOUGLAS, 'BLACKBURN C' f- 



fY\rt L Ctf! I iu. IjL/flJc 



The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper 'issue of 
: 1 10 > 1967 , in a story on page 5 captioned 
■Misery Has Company of a Strong Faith " by K 

Reporter Barney DuBois, reported that ^Reverend ~- 
Malcolm D. Blackburn, then age 39, a native of 
Canada and formerly connected with the. StewardshiD 
Department of ...the, Na tional Council, of Churches * 
n^Zew York, had taken over the pastorship of the 
C..aybc?i:. Temple after having worked for some time 
as Stewardship Field Secretary of the AMR Church. 
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• _ „ . ©a February 28, 1968, source two advised that it 

was Malcolm D, Blackburn who brought John B. Smith and his 
black power associates into the strike scene; that Blackburn 
appears to he most domineering, has a violent temper- and] 
la source’s considered opinion is not sincere in wanting to 
help members of the Negro race but is more interested in 
Inflating his own ego and in operating in a paternalistic 
manner. 
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f our tseat h^sourco v is® d h °f Februsr F 26, 1968 §> 

«»»y striker “prwu^j,^ 00 ^rike ' 'sympathizers 
asight of February 26 1 9 £r <1 if a11 Ne eroes, Mt on the 

when Reverend Henry Wan^* 1 n Clayborn Temple and that 
Ministerial: P~»lde^t!of .the Jemphi* 

surprise of *£^£\5E di « tlo “ «.* -B^ckbiS ?o iha 

wanted to say f College, who hf^d 

and impassioned speech in whTrh Smlth “ ade a fiery 

as Reverend Starks and £ J Lf\ P ? Wd fUD at such peoil© 

Saii ® Upport group and ; h o^s a le »der in tie 

Salary Division of the AM a, l Ct f of .the Minimum ~ “ 

~ ss&s 1 ^ it* 

ss^rJ 1 

some fimht<n« •« TT aum P it and said "ffe 'vs . 

.ii , g * He said further "victim ^ pot to. do 
ft all unless rse f i»ht w„ 7 “ 5 re n °t going to do 

whether it is Henry Loeb or the power structure 

Resident of the United States) "^He^h” ( f ormer Vic© 

p ?* lce *re working for the'whiX ” t0ld the audience 

^ bi »<* S! or »?„;? d d 

“ 6 * ^ K?' p . 

fourteen, Reverend^Start 11 S 8p ® ech » according to source 
for the ; 6 mJks o? to the audience 

speaking as an indlvid^i and emphasised that Smith was 
groups supporting the strike d r l ° n bohalf of the various 
+K C * rding * ° s °urce fourteen" «^« erei5d Blackburn, however 
that he agreed with and Lported %f ome comme “t to the eff© ct 
John a. Smith, supported the remarks made by 

two corroborated^L 4 ^^*!! 0 ^! ?L February 27 » 1968, source 
source fourteen reeardinp^: information furnished by 

b uc kb jrrsi 
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Source two did recall that •*» J.JJS i*^he 

■*»* «»» ■* *1^2 *-»" m «w. 7“ ^rr/:.ot 

audience to get their ^ otfeaff „ Q rk. 
the praying latter regard. 

elaborate in t fee advised that 

. OQ 1968, source t . ^ad recently 

On February « ; ith John B. S® 1 ** “ and 

Charles Laverne- Cabbag^ ^ t £ e strike support ^ ^ JJ d been 

been shoeing up February 28, i® » ^_ en there in 

!r*tS5sr«;«|bt sks? ur-r^^r* 

^ sVsCa?® - to tbe 

f . re l table source 

Source t.o 

He had learned thatj^oo^ ^i V ee John Bu ?* e li ur ce two learned 

Ministerial Allian ich ^ pay his rent _^ ting in connection 

M all©g® Ql y had attended s P \ a-ound noon on 

that J » h “ ®; 7 “ h eld in Cl.,- ®» 5 > le 

the f.hrnarv 27, 1968. v 

■ Tuesday, Februa y 1968, source 

- r u^t - " 

rally, th C their g° vern ^” g Charles, Harrington and \ , 

along with two Brn i ec t. namely, t- 113 <mme diate issue of J 

Black ■ Organizing ■* ^^ted to «ake an * hav0 some action. 

’ Charles/ Ballard , they were "going ended a policy 

by Reverend Szek-si all students at 2 uat e of Morehouse 

Harrington and J? * s "allegedly » recent g _ ee ting 5 so«® of 

S 

Sis - ™ ! -”" 

they were not p 
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uooild d© and that 11. t hay w©r© provided that he and his 
BOP group would harass the sanitation workers currently 
working and coerce them and intieidate them in a manner 
not further described by him. Source two pointed out 
that such individuals as Dr. H. Ralph Jackson told Cabbage 
and his followers that he and his group could not condone 
violence and that Jesse Kpps, Field Director for the Union 
who was present, said the Union could not tolerate acts 
of violence. 

Source two pointed out that it was very apparent 
in conversation with Cabbage, John Smith, Ballard and 
Harrington after the meeting that they did not have money 
and do not have a car. They did indicate that they are 
able to spot police department cruisers including detective 
oars which are unmarked due to the fact that these, cars - 
have black sidewall tires and they have warned some of their 
friends who have cars similar in appearance that they should 
lasted lately get white sidewall tires, lest their cars b© 
mistaken for police cars and be damaged. 

On March 6, 1968, sources two and fourteen 
advised that a massive strike rally was held in Clayborra 
Temple night of March 5, 1968, attended by some 500 to 
600 individuals and that it was chaired by Reverend James 
Morris Lawson, Jr. Sources two and fourteen pointed out 
that at this meeting Charles L&verne Cabbage, self -admitted 
Memphis black power leader, and some 40 of his followers 
were observed passing out a 5-page Mimeograph pamphlet 
entitled, "Afro-American Brotherhood Speaks, Black Thesis 
Black Power.’;" A copy of this is set out as follows; 
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Source two and Lieutenant K. H. Ark in , Intelligence 
Riirsa.u Memnhis Police Department , both advised early on 
28 1968 , that preced ling the March 28, 19GB, doantC" 

mrch thit high school age students Irom ie« ”„ool 

hip-h schools in a rather boisterous manner had left school 
Jocose £»»t™n to participate i« th. »»s» -arch scaled 
originally to .begin at about in »•«•. «■> that at Hamilton 
High School, a predominantly negro school, some 200 to 300 
youngsters took^to the streets, began throning rocks nhlch 
resulted in police being called. The, thre. rock. «d 
bricks at the police injuring several police a °d a ® * result 
the police had to use considerable force to quell th 
disturbance. 

Source two and Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that 
the start of the march was delayed unt il approxi<f ' tgf- 11 J 
due to the late arrival in Memphis trots Atlanta of .r. Martin 
Luther .King, Jr., who was to head the march. 

Also on March 28, 1968 , source two ^d source 
fifteen both of whom were in the immediate vicinity of 
Cliyto?i Kmple, 280 Hermndo Street, .here the march 
originated immediately prior to the march pointed out 
that approximately 5,000 to 6,000 people, many of them high 
I,hLi C vLesters congregated near the Temple and that 

at least half of them' appeared to be sch °fJ g ? /“^ces" 3 ' 
Among the marchers were individuals describee by^ _ 
two and fifteen as being "coimod criminal types 
nartirular source two recognised several as being on - J 
Sho Jad Jen in and out oi%enal institutions and reform 
schools for various law inliractions in the past. 

d I^S-SS S°3v5£ 

out a several h hundred 52-E2nT«c«d P.stehonrd Pj^d. 
ihich end teen stapled onto long pine poles or sticks, so 
Of which appeared to be close to tour x & t 

appeared prior to. the start oi tne ng sters were 

sources two and fiiteen tto ^/°“ e ^ ic ^and clubl because 

^3VoHFrHi^ 
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the® in a threatening maimer and that no one in charge 
of the march was apparently able to or made efforts to 
cause thesa to cease and desist. Sources two and f if tees 
stated that several of the parade marshals and ministers 
made efforts to caution the people in the crowd against 
violence sand that some of the youths would utter 
obscenities ait those who were cautioning them. 

This information was corroborated on March 28. 

1968, by source eighteen. 

Sources two, fifteen and eighteen observed 
several black power individuals in the group prior to the 
march and for example source eighteen recognized John Henry 
Ferguson who had already been arrested at least three times - 
in connection with incidents growing out of the sanitation 
strike and also recognized John Burrell Smith. Source 
eighteen heard Ferguson make fun of the marchers saying 
that he and his group had more important things to do 
inferring,, but not specifically saying, that they were 
going to engage in violence. 

Source two, who is particularly close to the black 
power movement, commented that the BOP people did not organize 
specific violence as such; however, some of these people 
including John Burrell Smith did make inflammatory statements 
prior to the march stating that the preachers did not know 
what they were doing. Source two recalled that as early 
as March 5, 1968 , v > Charles L. Cabbage, before approximately 
1500 people at a strike support rally in Clayborn Temple, 
passed out the leaflet described hereinbefore containing 
the inflammatory letter from H. Rap Brown, Chairman of 
the SNCC, and also containing the professional— type drawing 
showing in detail how one could make a Molotov cocktail. 

Source two pointed out that immediately prior to the 
March 28, 1968, John Smith and some of his associates were 
indiscriminately giving out the pine poles to various teen-age 
youngsters in the area and John Smith was heard by source two 
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to tell some of these youngsters, identities not known, 
not to be afraid to use these sticks,, He did not elaborate 
as to what he meant. 

On March 28, 1968, source fifteen advised that 
prior to the start of the wjairch, the parade marshals agreed 
to put the sanitation workers in tfrcmt of the march with the 
remainder of the people to f oilers behind. While several 
of the marshals cautioned the youngsters to be peaceful, 
source fifteen observed two of the BOP people namely James 
Elmore Phillips of LeMoyne College and Samuel^\Carter, also 
a student, at LeMoyne College, and other unknown associates, 
believed by' source "fifteen to be with the BOP group, making 
remarks sometime between 8:30 and 9:30 a.ra. near Clayborm 
Temple that they were going to "tear this s.o.b. town 
up today," Phillips also made some general statements about - . 
some high school students being '’chicken" and staying in 
school, rather than marching; and he stated that the white 
ipeople who were participating in the march were fools for 
marching because if any 'trouble started, the Negro marchers 
would turn on them first. 

Corroboration of the above information was received 

that COME s^P®Pf?^^^^^^^&^^^grou^hea!d^^y^R[rles L. 
Cabbage and John Burrell Smith into the strike support strategy 
sessions during February and March, 1968. Source stated that 
John B. Smith and Cabbage are extremely bitter young men; have 
made numerous violence-prone statements, exact details of which 
he could not recall; that they have cursed God and Christianity; 
and that they have continually made fun of God and the preachers 
of the Christian gospel. Source nineteen stated that he had 
personal knowledge and had overheard John B, Smith prior to the 
start of the march on March 28, 1968, headed by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., take over the microphone of the public 
address system in Clayborn Temple during which time it was 
filled with youths scheduled to march and make inflammatory 
statements, inflaming the youths toy indicating that they 
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should not listen to the preachers, that there was ’ nothing 
to be gained by following God and that they would have 
to possibly us© force to gain their rights,, 

Source nineteen stated he could not recall the 
specific statements mad© by John B. Smith but recalled 
that at the time he ra-s rw>;»t e©&se<ermed_ feeling that some 
of the immature youths might construe Smith’s remarks to 
mean that they should engage in violence which some of them 
later did by breaking windows slskJ store fronts on Beale r 
Street and South Main Street &nd engaging in general looting 
throughout March 28, 1968, 

Source f if tsen advised that after the march 
finally started around 11 o'clock a.m. , March 28, 1968, 
that he observed two unidentified Negroes breaking windows 
in Paul's Clothing Store at Third and Beale and that he 
could hear & series of windows being broken west on Beal© 
Street, He stated that these youths were using the pine 
clubs distributed to them by the_COMK leaders prior to the 
start of the march as weapons. He stated almost 
instantaneously thereafter a widespread series of looting 
took place in stores in the Beale Street area and that the 
looters began running in all directions. Some of the parade 
marshals were attempting to urge them to reverse their 
direction and return to Clayborn Temple. He stated that 
various Memphis police officers were also urging them 
to cease and desist. Source stated that by this time, 
approximately 11:15 a.m., mass contusion reigned and 
people were running in all directions. Source pointed out 
that in all fairness there did mot appear to be any 
organization to the looting, that it appeared to be a 
spontaneous sort of thing that followed after the first 
window was broken, as this seemed to electrify and excite 
the crowd „ 

Source fifteen then recalled that prior to the 
start" of the march some of the associates of Phillips, and 
possibly Phillips, were making remarks near Clayborn Tempi© 
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to the effect that some of the marchers should consider 
breaking windows and looting. Source fifteen did not know 
if any of the marchers specifically heeded these remarks. 

Source eighteen recalled that after some of the 
marchers returned to Clayborn Temple alter the march was 
broken' up f ollowing the start of the looting that some of 
the BOP group virtually took over Clayborn Temple and 
Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., one of the COME leaders, 
was unable to control them. One of these individuals, . 
name not known, made the statement over the public address 
system, "We’re going to take over this town," 

Source eighteen who remained near 'Clayborn Temple 
during the march recalled seeing various teen-age Negroes, 
names not known, with sticks and also observed some oi ' then 
literally tearing apart some old iron beds which were located 
near the Temple and making iron pipes from parts thereof. 

Source stated these teen-age Negroes were making such statements 
as "We’r© going to get some whit® bastards today," whereupon 
they ran down and caught up with the march and joined it. 

Source eighteen pointed out that the march was poorly 
organized „ that the march leaders never had any real control 
over the marchers even before they started, and that when 
that many teen-age youngsters were placed in a confined ares 
with no real control, it was quite likely that trouble could 
develop. 

On March 28, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, advised 
that a reliable source of the Memphis Police Department had 
between 8 and 9 a.m., March 28, 1968, reported observing 
John Burrell Smith and some ot his black power associates 
near Clayborn Temple with sticks and brickbats. 

Source fifteen added that after some of the marchers 
returned to Clayborn Temple after the start of the looting 
that Charles L.* Cabbage told them that they should not run fro® 
the police and that they should "not start a job that they 
did not plan to finish." He did not elaborate, although 
source fifteen construed this as a call for trouble. 
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Later on March 28, 1968, sources two and fifteen 
advised that there was no evidence that any of the BOP group 
actually participated in any of the looting or vandalism,, 
Source two advised that he saw several of this group 
immediately after the initial rioting and looting started 
and that they definitely had not engaged in any in his 
presence . . 

Source two pointed out that these individuals 
nevertheless had done much by their previous statements 
over the past several weeks, as outlined hereinbefore, to ' 
incite son® of the more ignorant and greedy youths who 
participated in the march. iJourc© two pointed out that he 
:Ls particularly close to the Negro ghetto area and in his 
opinion and in his conversations with numerous Negroes who 
observed portions of the disturbance and who are familiar 
with many of the activities in the area of Beale Street 
that the looting was not necessarily organised as such. 
Source stated that in his opinion approximately only 1 per 
cent of the marchers engaged in actual looting and violence 
and that many of these people were originally criminally 
inclined, namely people who had been in previous trouble 
with the law and who allowed their material greed to prompt 
them to take material which did not belong to them when 
they felt they could do so due to the anonymity of being 
in a crowd. 



Source tw 



prooably the irrst breaking of 
first window was enough to set off the crowd which had 
been emotionally worked up by its two -hour wait for the 
start of the march and by the general festive air surrounding 
the march which was on a balmy spring day and was participated 
jin by several hundred youths who obviously had cut school 
in order to [participate, 

- Later on the night of March 28, 1968, source two . ''-■fa 
advised that the biggest definite contributing factor 
to the violence in his opinion was the fact that the COME 
group had for the first time ip any of their numerous daily 
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marches furnished wooden sticks to the marchers, as 
previously they had merely used cardboard placards which 
could not become lethal weapons. H© pointed out that 
giving out several hundred hard pine sticks was tantamount 
to giving out an equal number of baseball bats which could 
easily be used to break windowa and which could be 
used as weapons by the participants in the march. 

Source two also recalled that he had observed 
John B. Smith, James Elmore Phillips, and Samuel Carter, 
all of the BOP, giving out sticks to teen-age youngsters 
prior to the start oi the march and recalled hearing 
John B. Smith tell some of the youngsters, "Don’t be 
afraid to us© these sticks if you have to," * Smith did 
not elaborate. 

Also source two pointed out that prior to the 
start of the march another BOP leader, Kdwina Jeanetta 
Harrell, was drinking a cough medicine known as Robetusssa 
which consists of about 18 per cent alcohol and she has 
told source two that she and other BOP members drink it 
because they get ''high" on it and it tends to intox^cat® 
them. They refer to this as "going for a boat ride." 

Source two pointed out that another of the BOP 
leaders, Clifford Louis Taylor, was personally observed 
by source during the greater part of March 28, 1968, and 
that he definitely had not engaged in any of the riotous 
activity and had not encouraged others to do so. 

Source two pointed out that on the evening of 
March 28, 1968, he knew that Edwin® Harrell, Charles 
Harrington, and John B. Smith were together during the 
greater part of the evening at John B. Smith's apartment 
at 1644 Hanauer, Apartment 2, Memphis. 
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The Memphis "Comssereial Appeal" newspaper, issue 
of Saturday aorning, March 30, 1968, reported in detail 
concerning 'the activities of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on March 29, 1968, the day following the march which 
resulted in rioting and stated in a story on page one by 
Reporter Thomas BeVier that Ji tag cam© to Memphis to star 
in what was billed as a "dr© as rehearsal" lor his scheduled 
April 22, 1968, "Poor People’s Crusade" on Washington, 

D. C. , and that "by his own non-violent standards, the 
rehearsal was a flop." The story stated that King in a 
press interview on March 29, 1968, reported that he would 
be back in Memphis as early as April 3 and not later than 
April 5, 1968, for another mass march and was quoted 
as saying, "We’re going to have a massive nob-violent 
demonstration in Memphis." The story continued that the 
question being asked in Memphis and the nation "is whether— 
with the increasing militancy of black youth— anyone can 
say_with certainty that a non-violent demonstration will 
stay that w ay." 

The story continued that King stated in an interview, 

"I am convinced we can have a non-violent demonstration," 

but he was reported as adding that it was impossible to "guarantee" 

that there would not bo any violence. The story stated that 

it was significant that King was more than a half hour late 

for his 11:30 a.m. press conference on March 29, 1968, because 

he was at that time meeting with thre® members of the black 

power group which the paper referred to as "the Invaders. " 

BeVier in this story reported that these thre© 
young men refused to give their names and stated that they 
would have their own press conference at a later time. 

The story continued that King was staying in a 
$29.00-&-day room at the Holiday Iran Riverraont and that 
King claiEssd to the newspaper that he did not realize when 
he came to Memphis that there were those in the Negro 
community who were "talking about violence." He stated, "W© 

(SCLC) had no part in the planning of the march. Our 
intelligence was nil." He said that if he had known ther© 
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were persons likely to start violeme©, toe would have had 
them aad© into parade marshals, a emsv© which he said had 
been successful in other marches,, 

King was reported in the story as being critical 
of the press for reporting that toe left the march in haste 
after the trouble started on March 28,. 1968, and he claimed 
that he left the march calmly because, "I will not lead a 
violent march." He claimed that toe was agonized over what 
had happened. 

The story continued that King claimed that the 
Thursday, March 28, 1968, march was "poorly planned," which 
the paper said was tantamount to criticism of Reverend Janes 
Morris Lawson, Jr., who King himself had called "the leading . 
nonviolence theoretician in this country." 

_ . The paper reported that Reverend Lawson is in 

charge of the strategy for the Memphis Negro ministers 
known as COME and was pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church 
The paper continued that Lawson did not entirely agree with 
Dr. King's assessment of his activity. The story stated, for 
instance, that King had s^aid that tfc<» black power advocates 
with whom he had met earlier had said there had been a lack 
of communication between them and the ministers and that 
they f elt "re jected . " Reverend Lawson was quoted in the story 
as saying, "There has been communication. I don’t accept that 
referring to King’s statement. 

The paper said that it was Reverend Lawson who had 
originally asked King to come to Memphis and that for about 
ten years Lawson had served in an advisory capacity with the 
SCLC. The paper stated that Lawson agreed with King that a 
nonviolent demonstration was possible and pointed out that 
this was one of the reasons King had been asked to come to 
Memphis, 
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connection with the abovementioned 
story w ith reference to the "Invaders 

ili ir 

adv ised 



"Commercial 
source two. 



— - that this group technically 

known as Black Organizing Project and claimed a fraternal 
but not a formal affiliation with the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SMCC). The source pointed out that 
Cabbage and John Smith have advised some of their followers 
to wear the word "Invaders” on their jackets and that John 
Smith personally wears this word on his jacket. Source 
stated that many teenagers in Memphis have put the word 
Invaders on the back of their jackets, although they are 
not necessarily connected with the BOP organization,, They 
do this, according to source two, more or less as a symbol 
of their self -professed affinity with the black power 
concept. Source two pointed out that three individuals 
who set with King were Charles L. Cabbage, Charles Harrington, 
and. a young man who he later identified as Calvin Leroy 
Taylor 0 a Memphis State University senior, who works aart 
time as a copy boy at the Memphis "Commercial Appeal" 
newspaper,, This trio had immediately prior to seeing Kin® 
or March 29 s 1968, attempted to see Drl H. Ralph Jackson, 
head of the Minimum Salary Division of the Af rican-Methodist- 
i&piscopal (AMB) Church, 274 Hernando, but that Jackson said 
ae uas "fed up" with Cabbage and his black power associates. 
Jackson stated he had originally attempted to have rapport 
and communication with them and had even offered to pet them 
financial support out of New York City but that after th© 
rucus started on March 28, 1968, Cabbage, John B„ Smith and 
their associates came back to the Clayborn Temple after th© 
ministers had attempted to get the marchers to return and 
virtually took over the Temple, took over the microphones^ 
and would not cease and desist when some of the ministers^ 
asked the© to do so. 

Source two pointed out that since around March 1, 
1968;, the BOP group headed by Cabbage and Smith had been 
in close contact with the Memphis sanitation strike and had 
been working in cooperation with th© COMB group and that i 

Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr., and Dr. Jackson, the two 
prim© leaders in the COME group, had allowed them to attend Ti. 
strategy meetings and had met with them on numerous occasions. 
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In fact, source two pointed out that it is significant 
that a mass strike support meeting held in Clayboro 
Tempi© on the night of March 5, 1968, when Charles Cabbage 
gave out the leaflet showing those in the audience how 
to make Molotov cocktails and that none of the sinister® 
aade any effort to stop thaw irot* doing so or to warn 
the audience later that they should disregard th© aaterial 
given out by Cabbage . 

On March 30, 1968, source twenty advised that 
the three so-called Invaders oho mst with Dr. King on 
March 29, 1968, wer® Calvin l«eroy Taylor, male Negro, 
who resides at 347 West Waldorf and who is a senior at 
Memphis State University; Charles Harrington - , and Charles L. 
Cabbage . 

Source twenty continued that Calvin Leroy Taylor 
had. recently stated that he is & part of the DOP group and 
that he had fessn serving as a liaison representative, for 
BOP with the COME group and the Ministerial Negro leaders 
in the strike support move went in Mesephis. Source stated 
that Taylor, Cabbage and Harrington had an audience with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and that their purpose in 
seeing King was to tell King that they wanted more of the 
’'action" in Memphis feeling that they wer© nut getting enough 
of th© action. Source stated that Taylor refused to elaborate 
as to what he actually meant by this. Source twenty stated . 
that Taylor had confidentially told him that there were 
only about 12 to 15 hard-core BOP people in Memphis and 
that the others who claimed to be black power advocates 
are merely followers or peoples who tend to imitate them. 

Source stated that he had learned reliably from several 
individuals that when the trouble began on March 28, 1968, 
that the actual BOP people did not personally participate 
in any of th© looting or vandal ism, although prior to the 
meeting several of them, exact identities not known, had 
been agitating the young high school age Negroes who were 
preparing to participate in the March by indicating to them 
that there should be trouble, that Memphis was not worth 
saving, and that it should burn and other inflammatory 
utterances to this effect. 
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On April 1, 1968, source two advised that Charles L. 
■Cabbage and others of the BOP group spent the entire weekend 
of March 30-31, 1968, at the Lorraine Motel and had been 
interviewed on the night of March 30, 1968, by Robert 
Jj\Analavage , described in the masthead of the "S outhern Patriot,” 
the official publication of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc. (SCEF), October, 1967, Issue ^ as a reporter for the 
'’'Southern Patriot." 

(A characterization of the SCEF is set forth JLn 
the Appendix Section of this communication.) 

Analavage also told source two that he is a reporter 
for the "Guardian,” a weekly New York paper," which identifies 
Itself in its masthead as an independent radical news weekly, 

Analavage was in Memphis to get a story on the 
sanitation workers strike and, according to source two, h© 
had a lengthy interview with Charles Cabbage, that Cabbage 
told Analavage that he did not think King had any business 
in Memphis in the first place, and that he and his BOP group 
had not participated in the actual March 28, 1968, march 
which resulted in violence. Analavage stated after interviewing 
Cabbage that it appeared that Cabbage and two of his key BOP 
associates, John Burrell Smith and Kdwina Jeanetta Harrell, 
want to destroy the King image but that it appeared that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his group will have to get 
control to a limited extent of the BOP group if they expect 
to have further nonviolent marches in Memphis. 

Slource two advised that later on the night of 
March 30, 1968, Analavage was Introduced to Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr,, pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, and 
one of tte leaders of the COME group. Source two stated that 
Lawson told Analavage that actually the BOP, including John B, 

Smith and Charles Cabbage, had been a part of the strike 
support strategy for some time and had been a part of the strategy- 
making forces leading up to the March 28, 1968, march. Source 
two stated that -Lawson stated that he, Lawson, was now somewhat 
skeptical of Cabbage and the BOP, feeling that BOP had been 
infiltrated by some government investigative agency, possibly 
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the CIA, acid that for this reason the COME group does not 
fully trust Cabbage and his group, Larson did not elaborate. 

Source two advised that on March 30, 1968, Cabbage 
admitted that he, Charles Harrington, and Calvin Leroy Taylor 
of the BOP group held a lengthy discussion with Dr. Martin 
Luther-King, Jr,, on Friday morning, March 29, 1968, in order 
to 'btate their position to him." Cabbage claimed that BOP 
had no real grievances with Jiing but that they did explain 
to King that they did not fool his presence was necessary. 
Cabbage stated that they did complain that they, the BOP, 
were dissatisfied because the COM3 group would not bring 
them completely into the policy-making and planning actions 
with regard to the racial situation in Memphis, Tennessee, 

~ Source two pointed out that Cabbage in numerous 

utterances during recent weeks had indicated by his statements 
that he. is a sell -acclaimed black power theoretician who is 
completely dedicated to the cause of black separatism, rather 
than violence per se, and that he is not, however, against the 
us© of violence and has often stated that violence will be 
necessary in order to unify the black people in this country. 
Source two continued that Cabbage has very definitely stated 
in recent conversations that if h© can build up a sufficiently 
militant black power organisation that he hopes to then con- 
vince leaders of the community, including antipovorty organiza- 
tions, possibly the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
and some financial foundations, to financially back and fund 
him and his group, the BOP, to set up an antipoverty group on 
their own. He stated that he would use the argument that 
only he and his followers have the ear and confidence of 
militant black youths in this community and that if they 
were properly funded that they could "keep the lid on, c 
in other words, prevent violence. 

Source two stated that, with all due consideration 
and taking all factors into consideration, he is convinced 
that Charles Cabbage is preaching black power for a purpose „ 
namely that ho wants to scare and blackmail the ^community 
and thereby perpetrate a form of "verbal blackmail and con these 
groups into funding his organization," Cabbage has even use® 
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the figure that he would like his salary to ultimately b® 
$12,000.00 j$>er year. 

Possible corroboration of the above information 
rests in the fact that on March 30, 1968, source one advised 
that Charles Ballard, Charles Cabbage and John Burrell Smith 
spent the weekend of March 30-31, 1968, in the Lorraine 
Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, this being the place 
where Analavage interviewed Charles Cabbage. 

On April 3, 1968, source two stated that a strategy 
meeting was held on the night of April 2, 1968, and early 
morning of April 3, 1968, attended by representatives of 
the SCLC, COME, and BOP. At this strategy meeting it was 
voted to include BOP into the over-all planning for future 
strike support activities. Source two stated that some of 
those present were extremely skeptical about BOP because 
of the militant statements made by some of its members 
and felt that the BOP group could not be trusted or controlled]. 
Particularly critical of BOP were. Bishop J. 0. Patterson, Sr., 
Church of God in Christ and father of J. 0. Patterson, Jr. , who 
is on© of the three Negro members of the Memphis City Council, 
and Bishop Julian B. Smith, Bishop of the First Episcopal 
District, CMS Church, with headquarters at 664 Vance, Memphis. 
Source two pointed out that there was little doubt that the 
BOP group, small in number, was attempting to blackmail the 
leadership in the strike. Source two stated that the BOP 
group really has nothing to offer but a title and is attempting 
to gain finances, communications, and office space in order 
to further their organization by giving the impression that 
they control potential violence springing from Negro youths 
in Memphis and that if they are not budgeted and funded that 
they cannot be responsible for what might happen. 

Accordingly, the group at the strategy meeting set 
up a committeeship consisting of Reverend Ezekiel Bell, pastor 
of the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, and Samuel B„' : -Kyl©E, 
pastor.. of the Monumental Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, 
both male Negroes, along with Reverend jesse^jackson, staff member 
pf_Jt.be ..SCLC who is from Chicago, Illinois, and who has the title' 
of Directo;r“o£ "Operat ion "Breadbasket , North." Jackson was then 
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* ith SCLC arad t!is C 0 *® S r °up. Source pointed 
out that all funds collected for the sanitation workers lha^e 

^ re :^f? re * unEeled through COMI and now BOP was insisting 

thil* thiS money ‘ MaEy of those present reseated 
tnis 0 feeling that the money should go to the sanitation workers. 

_ . . - -Also on April 3, 2 9 <$8, Lieutenant K. H Arkin 

advised that a' reliable source of the Police Department "had 

interchan h? ® &etlng of th ® B0P group, which sometimes 
interchangeably uses the mama "invaders » was held on the 

M.n^ Vei S g °i/ pril 2 ' 1968 > *» ^e Lorra ine Motel ° lo 6 
Mulberry, Memphis. This source also advised that some ©? the 

Ctorfes U Mia?d J °5 D Burro11 Sralth * Charles Cabbage^ 

i.ma„ies 3»._lard , Edwina Harrell, ware all staying at the 

r, M ; te ; ” i,h th ° *^>»p »»ich *£ c!f c Ji d £ t <> 

/r w MOt duri " g this period. Part of the BOP group j? 

J “ 8X8 and among those present at this meeting P were \’ C X 

Jfeg and . Reverend 

^isr^£- 

claimed connections with a "black liberation front "was so 

' been°sent f!T 6 ®* at ® d tkSLt Kftverend Carnes claimed to hzve 
!???“ IV!* “ eraphls by the "bl®ck liberation front" and fee 
allegedly pledged money of an unspecified amount for the rop 

fo?d UP th if nJ hey would ” kee P Pressure on the white man." Carnes 
^°! e / r r ent ^ aCCOrdiDg to lieutenant Arkin's source 
h :°“ have to burn the white mam's store and virtually faav©°t© 

tZt the Nat iona^°r Ca \? ring hia ^ OUDd *" Carnes also p rted 
iDti-i" + N 1 Council of Churches has about two million 

whioh h t0 dX ® pense in at least five cities in the United States 
which have either had serious racial trouble or which may h ave 

SiL r ! Cial trouble and that Memphis is currently bei^g 
considered as one of the potential trouble spots 0 * 

~ _ According to Lieutenant Arkin's source. Reverend James 

Orange said that he would be willing to work with the blSck iSwfr 
the BC ? P grou P and ur e ed B0P to cooperate. John B P 
f“ X * h f®f“P and referred to BOP as a "steamroller," and 
said, All we want is the money and we'll keep rolling " Followin' 
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ti^et h Sn 1 hi ft S bbage Stat ® d that tte B0P ^ rou P » a °ts money 
Ma t co-ops and to sell various goods, including 

bl k :sr2ture > and to also set up black history classesf 

According to Lieutenant Ark in’s source a not ter 

ITS ^n°i Vi H? S° P aet at the Motel at’abou? 

<nrfi / Pril 2 ’ 1968 > wlth a11 01 the abovementioned 
Individuals present. Including Jess© Jackson, and here the 

Morrls°Lawson^ e j r by Cab J age complained that Reverend James 
fnrtihn.! M pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church 

and the str^e^ 6 ^ th0ir 03111 liais °n with the com 

"Al^he < support group, was ineffectual as Cabbage said 

All he deals In is theory. He is mot a guy for stratLv ®nrf’ 

;i; t i8 < S ade< > uate for P™>gr.«.* -Cabbage ^rthej 
r ® gard to the violence ~hich erupted during 
k h ^ ld ° n the mornin g of March 28, 1968 „ and which E 

live lL^ Xk/^ Klng ’ Jr ” tba * Laison shSuS • 

+o^H« kD ? ‘ d he done his homework," that there was goinp 

th^S to h!» nCe ^^ n ! hSt day> H<s did 1101 elaborate, otklr 

bl f m ® the trouble on March 28, 1968, on a group of 

were out S to lont° UP H° f 663116 Street and teen-age punks who 
h»h and create trouble, and stated that they 

had used the march as an excuse for so doing. Cabbaee iLphecl 

i!Ifoi h A Ueti ! i h if t0 be funny ' stating that none of Lawson 4 
to f hIppen," ad n abl ® tD ,,tip hlm ° ff that this WES soiag 

___ . _ Lioutenant Arkin’s source pointed out that BOP 

was demanding to be a part of all future strategy msetings 
and was demanding fund money to support BOP activities and 
they hoped to receive it from either the COME or the 
2" 1 ®® ' ° f Economic Opportunity (OEO) or the War on Poverty 

»5ei.f?SS: TCnnes “». «*=*> *>■»<>•><> by th. OEO 

11 b is source advised that Reverend Jesse Jackson 
asked BOP who they wanted to sponsor them in the future”" 
and to be their liaison and they all agreed that Reverend! 
bamuel B. Kyles, of the MomuiEexital Baptist Church' would be 
a good man,, 
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Lieutenant Arkin advised! that his source learned 
later on the night of April 2, 1968, that Reverend James 
Orange of the SCLC staff had promised that BOP would have 
an office of its own in the Minimise Salary Office of the 
AME Church, 276 Hernando, by April 3, 1968. 

Also on April 3, 1968, source two advised that 
Cabbage, John B. Smith, Charles Ballard and Edwina Harrell 
were all staying in Rooms 315 and 316 of the Lorraine Motel, 

Later on April 3, 1968, source two stated that 
Dr. King, who was staying in Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 
had checked in there prior to going to a strategy meeting 
at the Centenary Methodist Church on April 3, 1968, and 
that he returned to the Motel on the afternoon of April 3, 

1968, for lunch with members of his staff and various 
representatives of the COME and BOP. 

Later on April 3, 1968, source two stated that 
/BOP", representatives Charles Cabbage, Edwina Harrell and 
Don/Neely, an Owen College dropout, all ate dipner with -/'j 
Dr. King and with Dorothy Xcotton "and Andrew 3. Young, all 
of the SCLC_stafj£, and that Harrell bragged that she had 
been living with some of the black power people at the 
Lorraine Motel for the past several days. 

Source two advised that Neely resides at 531 
East McLemore and has been described by his brother, 

Richard Neely, as a fanatic follower of Charles Cabbage and 
John B. Smith. Source two added that he learned from Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr., who heretofore had been the liaison 
man of COME with BOP, was no longer in accord with BOP and 
was extremely worried at the fact that BOP is being brought 
into the COME, SCLC and sanitation workers coalition. 

His basis for concern was the fact that BOP is not disciplined, 
is definitely unpredictable, and has given vent to statements 
advocating: violence in the past. Lawson said that no one 
could control these young militants and he felt that their 
presence in the coalition would definitely divide the necessary 
and imperative .united Negro ministerial support which COME 
has heretofore possessed, 
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Source two added that Hosoa h. JW ill lams, & i©adiag_ 
staff member of the SCLC, on learraiag of Lawson's concerr. ; 
told the COM3 group that while BOP is a divergent, dissident, 
belligerent and militant group, they ar© nevertheless Negroes 
and that older people will have to mate some effort to .form 
a united front with the® and maintain liaison with thti„ 



Source two added that based oh conversations with 
Lawson, it was apparent that Lawson was bitter because 
Cabbage recently made a statement to Robert Analavage, staff 
writer of the "Southern Patriot," to the effect that non- 
violence in Memphis died on March 28, 1968, as a result of 
violence resulting from the march led by Dr, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 0 and that the concept of nonviolence of Dr, 

King and James Morris Lawson, Jr,, was dead as far as 
leadership of Negroes- was concerned 0 



Source two added that on April 3, 1968, Lawson 
said, ”W© had an excellent movssseni her© and BOP by its 
irresponsibility can ruin it." Lawson added that all BOP 
does it to beg money and to criticise and to threaten to 
disrupt the community, and that it never has anything 
constructive to offer and probably never will have. 

Source two stated that in connection with a 
meeting at the Lorraine Motel ora the afternoon of April 3 
1968, that some of the BOP people were trying to call in * 
other students and supporters from throughout the city of 
Memphis to meet with them. 



Possible corroboration of this was furnished on 
the afternoon of April 3, 1968, by source twenty one who 
stated that between 12;20 and 12:30 p.m. , April 3, 1968, 
in the Student Center at Memphis State University, which 
has a BOP affiliate known as the Black Student Assoc iat ions 
(BSA) , that several calls casas over the public address 
system urging BSA people Ronald Ivy, Hric Fair, and Thomas 
■■ Potter_to immediately come to Rooms 310 and 315 of the Lorraine 
Motel as quickly as possible. Source stated that s, few 
minutes later another similar call cam© over the public address 
system asking for Donald Douglas and Robert Montgomery to call 
or come to loom 316 of the Lorraine Motel. - .) 

i y 
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At 560 Laciede Avenue seaior and' lives 

xlnonp-iaa - t „ , , 4 that Donald 

iroLS 2 ^ 1 « 1 it”SS« i LS.*i! d **M*«*i£r2r* x 

— 4s a^freshm&n residing , ,v t ^d‘- Robert^Hontpooery' 

SricAFair . i« ofTT Svvr Source stated th&l 

■frortJu S - * ^Cl*ll y li»»ur.ri &<*-„ iiJrie . Wardel 1 t**a 4 -tw ' - - — 

freshman, no home address 1 J a ted ,, i Lh hla k^’ 

at home listed as ‘w d ‘ \ “ “ ls Telephone Number 

on the rolls as Thomas ^r® 4 ^ ho ^»*Potter is listed 

Telephone Number 946-3284. Vetter, * freshman, home - 

rough-talkS/bllck' J Ail!Sntr*T^ t? W * dvl?ed th& * several 
I?“P le » **» headcflmrteJs of t »^ V^V?Xr^^raLnf°)l n f Clayborra 

that one of these persons idemt t i-I^a ? recent date.s^amd 

Jr. origin©ii v a E,1 V.k d as Theo doreA M anuel 

'Hi Detroit Michigan n»h h °»/ 1 aias?id " to have recently lived 

»»«». “>■=£ a fee. i.^r:r,s 2 ,tSw £•$* «*•«■»* ®. 

had gone to St Jos®nh o.ssansibiy by the police and - 

leit alfr to U** &' \£l ‘~S“ nt but 

March 29, 1968^°carrled^°i int r ‘ ! J' A ^ 3ir " M ®^ R r»por, issue oi 
l»een treated at the various hi «/ < fa?***^ 0 * th ® P°oplo who had 

growing out of the March 28 i’-L* di*H\.if e * ph,a for> la J urios 

of those was listed Thnn^n™ di ^ fcurbaI, oe , and that one 
listing his occupation ■«• 9*9 D Mosby, 

on a Jis e h^d and” injuries to tTtT i|! OS P ltal ^‘Sasions 
treatment 

Who h«« . Sourc ® f«ur advised that another young kiTitSnt" 

who has been around Clayfoorn T«*roie ms Willie Jaws?icil„ * 

Si%£*S'„?SS t 4 3 .r”“ °* **. - ho 

Tohm n r .r T ,‘''"" n tiie company of the hereinbefore identities' 
^»^er o?t£ r S^°"; K1 ? h!,s cM ^ a “> •>**• !v“=n a ,0*™;“ 

‘ ttPJ'?--SA»?J t ...l’<>»cr_erou|)_ lii Ch icago kno*n as 
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the Blackstone Rangers. 



Source four added that on April 2, 1968, a 
Negro male turned up at Clayborn Temple using the name of 
,JaKe_or Jack 'Connor, age about 27 or 28, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighirig 180 to 190 pounds, heavy set, with a broad 
chest, and a heavy head of semi' Af ro__style -hair , with a 
small thin beard and thin mustache. HO carried a brown 
brief case, indicated that he was from "up north," possibly 
from Milwaukee, and that he was in Memphis to contact 
John B. Smith. Source lour added that upon hearing this 
Kimp told him that it was not generally known but that 
Smith was temporarily staying at the Lorraine Motel and 
a little later a Negro preacher, since identified tentatively 
as Harold A, Middlebrook, told Connor that he would take 
him to the Lorraine Motel to meet Smith. 

.On April 4, 1968, Lieutenant Ark in advised that 
circumstantially the Jake or jack Connor, identified by 
source four, is undoubtedly identical with the Reverend Carnes, 
or Corn ions, mentioned by his source. 

Source five stated that Kimp also mentioned that 
the group known as the Invaders will soon be doing some 
recruiting and that both he and Manuel were interested in 
getting into this group. 

Again on April 4, 1968, source two stated that 
the COME -SCLC-s anitation strikers coalition which was 
attempting to form a united front with BOP was concerned 
with the fact that Charles Cabbage and his BOP group 
were attempting to gain importance and were spending all 
of their time giving the illusion to Negro leaders in 
Memphis that they, the BOP, were the only ones who could 
control militant Negro youths in Memphis and were the only 
ones who could prevent trouble if necessary. On each 
occasion they were demanding money and funds with no strings 
attached and many of the Negro leaders, including NAACP 
leaders, such as Jesse Turner, President, NAACP; Maxine^ 
a^mith, Executive Secretary of the NAACP; Dr. Vasco A. - 

"Smith, jr.. Vice President "of the NAACP; and a number 
of the Negro ministers connected with the COME, felt that 
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this was merely a for® of blackmail on the part of the BOP 
group. According to source two, Cabbage at” a strategy 
meeting with COME' and SCLC ora the might of April . 3 , 196®, 
kept claiming to have the power to prevent violence but 
when pinned down by some of the ministers and SCLC people 
to give specifics, he was vague and unable to furnish any. 

At this meeting Charles Cabbage was present, along 
with Edwina Jeanetta Harrell and Charles Steven Ballard. 

The meeting was chaired by Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr. 

At this meeting, plans for the scheduled April 5, 1968, mass x 
sarch to be led by Martin Luther King, Jr., were discussed 
and it was agreed that various Ministers would train at 
least 25 parade marshals. It was decided that Charles 
Cabbage would be a top deputy marshal representing BOP and 
it was up to him to provide 25 of his BOP people as parade 
marshals, although Cabbage indicated that he did not actually 
have 25 BOP members, but that he possibly could get some 
all-ies or sympathisers from the various colleges to serve. 
Source two pointed out that he, as well as many others present, 
was very definitely of the opinion that Cabbage was "trying 
to drop a pigeon on the COME and SCLC group," explaining 
that this was a form of blackmail on the part of Cabbage 
wherein he in effect was saying, "Give us money or we can't- 
be responsible for any violence which might happen." Cabbage 
further belabored the SCLC people, saying, "We don’t need 
outsiders to come into Memphis and tell us what to do."- 
Source two added that one of the leading strike supporters, 7 
CorneliajVCrenshaw , a Negro political, leader in Memphis, stated 
she was definitely opposed to any of the strike support funds 
raised by COME being diverted to subsidize a special dissident 
group such as Cabbage’s BOP. 

Source two pointed out that Dr. Vasco Smith and 
wife Maxine Smith were delinitely opposed to any of the COME 
money being funneled or diverted to Cabbage and his BOP 
movement, feeling that Cabbage merely wanted to get a foothold 
in the Negro movement and that he and his group would give 
the Negro aove-ment a bad insage. 
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Source two added that Bernard ^!Lee, administrative ^ 
aide to IDS’. Martin Luther King, Jr., stated at this meeting v 
-that Cabbage had already "corned" SCLC out of $167.00 ' 

which came from SCLC headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, this 
money being given to Cabbage ostensibly to pay for the motel 
rooms at the Lorraine Motel which Cabbage, John Smith, 

Edwin a Harrell and other BOP people had been occupying since 
around March 30, 1968. Lee further stated that it appeared 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. f and his group were unable to 
convince Cabbage and BOP of the propriety and advisability 
of the SCLC philosophy of nonviolence. Lee stated that it 
appeared that Cabbage wants money without being able to give 
any firm commitments. Source two pointed out that Cabbage, 
Edwina Harrell and Ballard all used extremely vulgar and 
foul language at this meeting which was attended by several 
prominent Negro ministers and Negro women in the city of 
Memphis. SSource two pointed out that as an example of tbs 
utter and brazen disrespect shown by Cabbage and his group 
that earlier on April 3, 1968, at the Lorraine Motel Cabbag© 
was in his room with Edwina Harrell and was attempting to have 
her arrange a conference with him and Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., at which point Cabbage told Harrell, "I want you to go 
down there and tell that Nigger King that I want him to com® 
up here and see me . " 

Source two advised that as of the night of April 3, 
1968, it was determined that James Elmore Phillips, Jr., 
of the BOP governing body, John Burrell Smith and Verdell 
Brooks, along with Don Neely of 531 East McLemore, were all 
staying at the Lorraine Motel. 

Source two added that on the late evening of April 3, 
1968, Bernard Lee lamented the fact that SCLC people including 
Dr. King had consistently met with the BOP people during the 
previous few days but had concluded that BOP is too impatient 
in that it wants instant action, instant success and instant 
accomplishments coupled with the fact that BOP does not trust 
anyone from any other group. Lee stated that despite this 
SCLC would try to help BOP but added, "We won’t be blackmailed 
by them. " 
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Also on April 3, 1968, during the late evening, 
according to source two, Hosea Williams of the SCLC told 
John Burrell Smith and Charles Cabbage that he, Williams, 
along with Reverend James Orange, would be willing to cob= 
tinue talks with BOP, Williams stating that he felt that 
Orange and himself were probably better able emotionally 
to deal with people like Cabbage,, He did not elaborate. 

.Source two also recalled that on the late night 
of April 3, 1968, Reverend James Morris Lawson made the 
statement, "Thank goodness there was a riot in Memphis last 
week (March 28, 1968) because without it we would not have 
gotten all the outside help and attention such as that 
furnished by SCLC." Lawson stated that despite the fact 
violence had occurred he could not personally, as a minister 
of the gospel, condone violence. 

S-,awson added that the CO MS group would have to try 
to get along with BOP and do the best it, cou^Ld under the 
circumstances. 



Source two pointed out /that on the night of 
April 3, 1968, Reverend William /Smith, pastor of the 
Collins Chapel CMS Church, who is a member of the COM! 
governing group, attempted to convince Cabbage that he. 

Cabbage, needed to talk prevention rather than violence, 
but that Cabbage stated that he would never tell COME or 
SCLC how to prevent violence and gave the impression in 
his ambiguous vague statements of being a "dreamer." 

Cabbage gave the impression of having visions of a massive 
black political movement of an undetermined nature in the 
United States. Source two emphasized that as recently as 
April 4, 1968, Mrs. Maxine Smith said that the NAACP was 
most distrustful of Charles Cabbage and his group as they 
were too militant and too distrustful. 

On April 4, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Arkin advised 
that a reliable source of the Memphis Police Department reported 
that at about 4 p.m., April 3, 1968, Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
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cast with the BOP groups including John Burrell Smith, Charles 

Cabbage , and one Ore® /McKenzie who resides at 362 Sssec, 

who is IS to 19 years of age, aiad who was recently" 
discharged from the United States Army after having entered 
as an under-age enlistee about two years ago. Also at this 
meeting was Edwina Jeanetta Harrell and jrames Elmore Phillips, 
y&r . , along with Jesse Jackson, Boiv® Williams and Andrew J. 
l^Young, the latter three of the fitaii . At this meeting - 

CSHobage asked for imstod la te“ fcvitvFvy of large porportions in ‘ 

order to assist BOP m startling a *1 iteration school" and ® 

"black co-op," at which black culture and black history could 
be taught and through which black literature teaching black 
power could be sold. Cabbage indicated that he had a 5-poimt 
program which he did not *> lit* :>o tint and stated that he needed 
money, even talking in terras of needing two million dollars, 

According to Ark in • >•? source. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., told Cabbage that he would us© his influence in a group 
of -churches recently formed ibs Detroit and that this nexj 
church group had set up a program of giving financial aid 
to black militant groups throughout the country. He stated 
that this group would give money to at least groups in 
eight different cities and would charnel this through 
Andrew J. Young of his staff and that Young would handle 
the mechanics and set up an outline; but that Cabbage would 
have to have a more specific plan and finalized program 
before SCLC could assist him in pursuing this matter further, 
Andrew Young indicated that he would help Cabbage re-writ© 
his program for BOP. 

Lieutenant Arkin stated that in the opinion of his 
source. King and his group would give money to BOP in order 
to keep them in line and to keep them from following a violent 
pattern during any future marches in which SCLC people may b® 
participants. According to this source. King had concluded 
that BOP would definitely have to bo recognized by the 
Negro leadership in Memphis. This source stated that even 
during some of the meetings with King and his group, the BOP 
people were drdnking a cough medicine having a high alcoholic 
content and getting drunk on it and that James Phillips 
became so highly emotional in an argument with John Burrell Smith 
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that he actually broke down and cried. This source stated 
that the 1BOP group had indicated that they were getting 
something similar to. marijuana from a Beale Street character 
named ’Miggs." They did not elaborate. 

On April 16, 1968, source two advised that on© 
of the leading figures in the Invaders cell of the BOP, 

Donnie Delaney, a recent graduate of carver High School 
and a resident of 163 West Di&on, has been hanging around 
the Minimum Salary Office where the COME headquarters is 
located with other unknown young black militants, con- 
tinually talking of the necessity of destruction of the 
United States and of the inevitability of blacks having to 
eventually physically fight and going to war- against the 
white race, which source stated is nothing more or less 
than a nihilistic philosophy. 

On April 18, 1968, source one advised that John 
Burrell- Smith, Charles Cabbage, Charles S. Ballard, Charles 
Harrington, Sdwina Harrell, and a Memphis State University 
black power advocate Herman Lee Prewitt who lives at 363 
Driver, Apartment H, had spent several days as guests of the 
SCLC at the Lorraine Motel from March 30 until April 4, 1968. 
This group all checked out of the Motel about thirty minutes 
prior to the sniper death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
who was shot while standing on the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel in front of Room 306 at about 6:01 p.m. , April 4, 

1968. This source added that such individuals as Willie Kimp 
and John Henry Ferguson are followers of the BOP but are 
not actually members and are not at this point actually 
members of the Invaders. 

Source one indicated that the BOP group has drawn 
up an introduction type brochure or prospectus which BOP 
hopes to furnish to such groups as the National Council of 
Churches; United States Department of Labor; the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare; the Office of^conomic 
Opportunity; various antipoverty groups in Memphis, Tennessee; 
and to any other group which BOP feels may fund BOP for future 
activities. Source one furnished a copy of this brochure which 
is 13 pages in length and which is set out hereinafter. 
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©elective Ferguson told Lieutenant Arkin that 
after the meeting Dan Wilkinson agreed that McKenzie and 
his group had nothing positive to offer and that Wilkinson 
had even talked with David "fcaywood, white attorney, son-ip- 
law of prominent Memphis attorney Luciiis^Burch and 
head of the American Civil' Liberties Union and prominent 
in the Tennessee Council or Hutson Relations, both organize 
tions having done much to help integrate and improve the 
lot of the Negro, and that even Caywood had stated that 
although he had defended seve ral of th e BOP jpeopl^L^ally 
at various times in t he na-st. WBM—MBMIMMlBMi 






On April-23 ;~T968, James Elmore Phillips volunteered 
to a representative of the FBI that Coby Vernon .Smith, 2240 
Brown Street,/ Southwestern College student, a male Negro, 
who had been one of the original organizers of BOP in Memphis,, 
was no longer formally connected with the BOP due to personal 
differences which he refused to discuss. Phillips did state „ 
along tilth source one, that following the March 28, 1968, 
riots., Coby \fernon Smith was interviewed by television media 
and later appeared on a national television broadcast, at 
which time he stated that BOP would "tear up the town." Both 
Phillips and source two advised that Smith had no authority 
to talk for BOP as he had no connection whatsoever with it. 

On April 23, 1968, source two stated that BOP is 
endeavoring to obtain a headquarters in an old seven to eight 
story building across the street from the Alonzo Locke 
School School on St. Paul Street in Memphis. 

On April 27, 1968, source eleven furnished a 3-pag© 
Mimeograph document entitled "Invaders" which he had obtained 
April 26, 1968, from seif -admitted BOP follower Hurley , Gibson 
of 109 East Utah. Gibson who /"according to source eleven, 
has been in and out of the reform school and penitentiary 
for several years is temporarily crippled with cut leaders 
in one of his feet which he allegedly obtained while looting 
during the recent riots in Memphis. 

On April 29, 1968, source fifteen furnished a copy 
of the same document which has been reproduced in Xeros form, 
one copy of which is set forth hereinafter as a part of this 
communication. 
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Both sources eleven and fifteen who are quit® 
r»lose to the BOP group pointed out that there is no doubt __ 
ll their respective minds that the BOP group and the Invader, 
definitely tint an opportunity to < ’iolence h £ red 
Me raoh is Tennessee, and are imbued with a bitter hatreo 
Sf^he white race and the white power structure and that , 
despite. any promises they oiler to any Federal agencies 
or city or state agencies for funding or any promis s 
they mat© to any church groups, they definitely cannot be 
trusted. These sources, both of whom are young g , 

pointed out that actually the SOP group and none of its - 
auxiliaries have any control whatsoever ** J l 

in the city of Memphis. They pointed out that there a 
probably close to 90,000 youths among the Negro race in 
Memphis” that Negroes now comprise approximately 52 p - 
c^Bt of ’ the high school population in Memphis; that n ° 

one no one ^roup can even conceivably begin to speak 
til nsnull fraction of this youth group The, stated, 
that in their opinion BOP is merely engaging -in a form 
of blackmail by attempting to scare the black and whit 
power structure into feeling thaf they control Negro youths 
in Memphis with the promise of keeping the Negro y out as 
quiet provided they are furnished the necessary funds . 

Both of these sources pointed out that there a ‘ IB ? 

organizations in Memphis, both Federal and Jocalplu 
private organizations which are willing to help proviae 

and rlcreation for Negro youths, if the Negro youths 
Jill merely take advantage of the opportunities offered. 

?Jey Kited ihat the big problem is not that of material 
resources, but of individual motivation on the part of the 
individual who claims that he wants to be helped. 

As an assistance in locating information set out 
hereinbefore, an Index of names ..is attached hereto as a 
^art of this communication. 
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